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Within the reflection on the various 'dynasties' of divinities that have 
crowded the past, even very remote, of the Earth and its inhabitants, a 
prominent place has - for fame, historical importance and self- 
assigned characteristics - the famous Jesus of Nazareth, called "the 


Christ", from the Greek "Cristos" which means "anointed", "chosen" 


by the Lord. 

When dealing with this topic, different interpretations can be used, 
starting from the data from which reflections can arise and from 
which interpretations and observations appear, as well as from his 
own culture of reference. 


There is no doubt that the figure of Jesus has aroused attention - 
both on the part of the "supporters" than those and his detractors - 
since immediately, that's to say since the suspected, for many, "rebel 
of Galilee" has trod the dust of the streets of that part of Middle East 
where he worked as a healer, preacher, philosopher, religious, who 
said he was even "the fulfillment of the Scriptures" and the long- 
awaited “Messia” (the ultimate prophet) that would have definitively 
closed the alliance between Yahwe and the people of Israel to extend 
it to all the peoples of the world, until the end of the time. 

The group of his followers, which from its constitution had suffered 
the typical hesitations of men that had the sensation of experiencing 
events greater than themselves, lived moments of great turbulence and 
sometimes strong disbelief in front of the great demonstrations before 
which his master put them, and he knew - after the tumultuous events 


Giuseppe Dibello 


2 



of Golgotha and the subsequent ‘resurrection’ - to first establish itself 
as a small "church" (a word from Greek "ecclesia", i.e. "assembly", 
community), which jealously guarded the sensations of those events, 
and then opened up - thanks also to "supernatural" events - to the 
great space of the world, immediately meeting two gigantic classical 
institutions, Greece, with its millenary philosophy that had forged the 
bed of the Mediterranean and the Roman Empire, which after a few 
centuries would have made Christianism as its own state religion, 
afterwards having fought it tenaciously. 

So let's try to answer the question: who was Jesus of Nazareth? 

The news on the Nazarene has different sources: the Scriptures (the 
Bible) which see with him the birth of a new "chapter", the so-called 
“New Testament” which will join the "Old" one, who instead 
registered the alliance between Yahwe - which dated back to the dawn 
of time, to the birth of man - and the people of Israel/Jacob; literary, 
historical and archaeological sources that record his presence and life 
events; the testimony of his disciples and contemporaries; his 
subsequent manifestation, by supernatural means, to believers and 
non-believers, including for example one of his own principal 
disciples, Paul of Tarsus; the experience of him that all those will do - 
and they are obviously the greatest part - that they had not known him 
in life, and therefore that they had to base their ‘faith’ (i.e.trust) or on 
the authority of the Scriptures (the Bible) or on the testimony of 
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Christians’ (the name of his first followers) or on his own personal 
experiences. 

Obviously, we are part of these, precisely through the history that has 
passed and the testimony of groups of "believers" who have had him 
as a point of reference. 

Starting from the scriptural data, the first sources, that is the direct 
and main sources, are the four "Gospels", from the Greek word 
"Evanghelion", which means "Good News": according to Matthew, 
Mark and Luke are the so-called "Synoptic", that is those that present 
most of the similarities in content, style and chronology of the 
narrated events; to these must be added the "Gospel according to 
John", which differs from the others both in style and for contents that 
especially for theological setting. 

The Acts of the Apostles are the chronicles of the first events of the 
Church, the first community of believers, from the days immediately 
after the resurrection until the disciples' preaching missions. 

Finally, the ‘Letters’ of the apostles and disciples report the first 
doctrinal diatribes that arose within the Christian communities and 
experiences of conversion and preaching. 

The New Testament concludes with the most atypical text, namely 
the "Apocalypse" (‘Revelation’, from the Greek word 
"Apocalypsos"), a book with a strong enigmatic and symbolic content 
that would report the events related to the ‘last days’, when it should 
be "fulfilled in the Scriptures", whose content was already anticipated 
in the Gospels and however known, such as style, in Jewish literature. 
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GENEALOGY OF JESUS 

So who was Jesus? From the genealogy, that is from the list of the 
ancestors of Jesus, we deduce the presence of several personalities 
who demonstrate, first and foremost, the continuity of the history of 
the Nazarene with Judaism that preceded, and whose fulfillment was 
to be; it was therefore a question of demonstrating the lineage of Jesus 
from David, a member of one of the twelve tribes of Jacob in which 
Israel was divided, and then from different figures they have had 
importance in the events narrated in the 'Old Testament’, up to the 
forefather of humanity, Adam, the first man. 

Christ was therefore fully "descendant" of humanity, in the story 
desired and narrated by God through the Scriptures, and "prophet" 
and "Messia" expected by the people of Israel, with which the Lord 
himself had made the "first line" of the covenant with humanity. 

Other attributes to the divinity of Jesus were assigned by the same 
disciples and acquaintances in the life of Jesus, others they were 
attributed to him by himself, others have been demonstrated, despite 
the benefit of inventory that is granted to those who do not believe, 
since continuation of the story, which has seen alternating events to 
characterize the incredible human and spiritual adventure which was 
and is that of the so-called "Church". 

Additional instruments of the tangible and divine presence of Jesus 
were provided by himself, in addition to the instrument for excellence 
of communication with the divine, not only Christian, which is prayer, 
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invocation, even for example with the Eucharist, which is the 
institution and the remembrance of the ‘last supper’ with which Jesus 
gave a sign of ‘communion’ with the group of his disciples. 

The Eucharist is the sacramental sign of the memory of that 
covenant, regardless of the fact - in the opinion of the writer not true 
- that Jesus wanted his end or that the events went necessarily in that 
way. In reality, Jesus' death had not been desired or sought by the 
interested, but it was the road he chose - although he could 
theoretically and practically escaping from it, having demonstrated 
for example supernatural powers, one of all the so-called 
'Transfiguration' (see Matthew chapter 17) - in front of options of 
"violent revolt", as those desired by Peter in the "Garden of Olive 
trees" when the soldiers called by Judah were rushed to capture him, 
or by the same Judas Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed him because 
he saw in him a political leader that could foment an armed rebellion 
against the then Roman occupant -, so he chose that way to be 
coherent with his message of liberation of humankind from evil. 

The events of the preaching of Jesus had three years, and indeed 
history - that is, the men's decision - could take a different direction. 

What would have happened, for example, if Israel had accepted 
Jesus' proposal, and if therefore he were left alive? We do not know, 
of course, because the story has gone in the opposite direction, and 
today we can only witness the unfolding of those events as a 
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historical fact that has been consummated, despite the same history 
has been developed so far so long after those few years. 

Christian history has this "bizarre" and disturbing characteristic, 
absurd for most and obviously almost entirely rejected: that of 
representing a "preventive narrative" of events, which would 
demonstrate a revolting direction from God that the modern man 
‘obviously’ refuses. 

Yet if we, as Israel did then, did not reject this perspective and really 
thought that that sent by God was his son, that was his most important 
and precious ‘messenger’, after a long series of experiences of the 
humanity with various deities, of which we have so far widely spoken 
on this site, perhaps not we would consider the issue so far from our 
everyday life. 

Either it is the way of telling that is missing or it is a question of 
implications, on the side of faith, which become anyway stories of the 
soul, of every soul, as admirably narrated by one of the most famous 
‘converts’ in history as well one of the first teachers and witnesses of 
the nascent, we could say, Christianity, that is Augustine of Hippo 
(IV-V century). 

The story of faith relates to a plan and to a level that is in any case 
different from that of rationality and cultural knowledge, and one does 
not necessarily imply the other and vice versa: proof of this is, already 
announced by Jesus in the Gospels, that faith is often the prerogative 
not of the wise but of the humble or the Tittle ones’, perhaps the real 
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novelty, together with the universal message, of - precisely - "Good 
news" (the Gospels). 

This plan of the story is intertwined with the historical and 
archaeological data that confirm the earthly events of Jesus, for 
himself and for his disciples as witnessed by the Scriptures, and 
coexist with other realities - think of example to the Egyptian 
Pyramids, which already existed at the time of Moses, one of the 
bearers of the ‘first alliance’ - who testify the persistence of alliances 
and previous ‘visits’; yet already at the time of Moses the pharaohs 
did not they had always desirable behaviors, if it is true that Yahwe/ 
God had to intervene to protect his own people and take them out of 
Egypt. 

The same narrative that the first colonizers of the Earth would have 
been nothing but ‘fallen angels’, with special powers, which would 
have in any case educated and created most of the first human 
societies, confirms the theological reading that is present in the 
Christian and Old Testament writings. Theologically and historically, 
only the ancient history of the man and the woman narrated by the 
Bible, along with the continuing story of the life and acts of Jesus 
Christ can be attributed to the direct action and willing of God. 

To conclude this aspect, it is necessary to reflect also on the cultural 
substratum of antiquity that preceded Christian revelation, in a 
geographical area that is very sensitive and high in civilizations, as 
was the Egyptian-Middle Eastern one, due to the diffusion of a wide 
sensibility and astronomical knowledge typical of that epoch, since it 
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was a legacy of the history of the 'first visitors' of the planet and also 
of the first creators, in parallel, of the various civilizations as well as 
the Jewish and then the Christian. 

So cosmology and astronomy evidently referred to the creaturality of 
the terrestrial landscape, also present in animal and plant species as 
well as, obviously and at a much higher level, in man himself. 

Yet it is not reality data that they give in themselves to man the 
completeness of history, indeed to the maximum they supply to its 
reflection the "point of philosophical starting” from which to think of 
oneself and from which unfold: as convincing as it may be reality, 
every story is born in the sign of freedom and can to abdicate freely 
only in case of conviction, of faith precisely, otherwise it will be the 
impact with reality, whose faith wants its rules to be imbued, to 
suggest to man the "truth", alas, of faith. 

So what is through Jesus a human and divine affair, it would be 
nothing else than the "last important message", basically, of God to 
the man, completed and ‘updated’ in ours everyday life and in the 
unfolding of history, but with the coordinates traced or otherwise 
given, at least in societies that know the Christian message the most. 

Then there is a very particular institution, which would be the 
Church, ‘custodian’ of a "special mandate" not only to discern the 
‘signs of the times’, as they are indicated with a typical evangelical 
expression, but also for to lead not only the ‘boat of Peter’, that is the 
community of believers entrusted to it, but also to give directions 
through its magisterium to the civil community, if it is true that the 
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power of Jesus would extend to the "whole world” both in function of 
its royalty and in function of the explicit mandate of" evangelization” 
entrusted to the believers. 

The fact that this narrative is then 'handed over’ to the men 
themselves, is even anticipated millennia ahead, gives the modern 
man - accustomed to conceive history as a narration of facts that have 
as their only characteristic that of going "always ahead", with almost 
no connection to the past except that of a mere chronological and 
almost numerical progression sequence - the feeling that such an 
approach is of the all absurd, and rejected, if not considered almost 
incomprehensible. 

It is evident that, once exhausted dramatically the earthly story of 
Jesus, it took a different trait already after the resurrection, human 
prodigy neither contemplated nor contemplable from men, and 
therefore the story of the Church has immediately taken a dual track, 
human and divine, made of a very strange dialectic between 'history’, 
human development of the events, and interventions of God that 
sometimes with affairs sometimes with testimonials intervenes to 
correct, indicate, suppress, favor, depositing even in one its specific 
human institution the ‘keys’ of a cohabitation and communication 
between heaven and Earth. 

Therefore the 'mystery of the Church’ is born already when Jesus is 
alive, in that "tibi dabor claves Regni Coelorum" (Gospel of Mattew 
16:18-19) addressed by Christ to Peter,which will soon contradict him 
and will be immediately accused by Christ of being "Satan", the other 
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eternal and true adversary of Christ, so silent and so present, if it is 
true that - after his human history - Jesus left us at the mercy of 
"prince of this world" from which one could be saved only by grace 
or by faith. 

Here it’s a characteristic element - not only of Christianity, but also 
present in other religions, which in any case they are not divorced 
from the context in which the events of pre-Christian antiquity took 
place - it’s this relationship, true, profoundly competitive, between 
Christ and his adversary, Satan, the ‘prince of fallen angels’, who 
dominates already in the garden of Eden, causing the fall of the first 
couple and the foundation of enmity between God and that man and 
woman, up to reaching already an elaboration completed in other 
books and events of the Old Alliance - such as in the “book of Job” 
for example - or to record the paradigmatic dialogue between Christ 
and Satan on the high mountain on the world which inaugurates the 
public preaching of Jesus, in the chapter 4 of the “Gospel of 
Matthew”. 

This dialectic is at the basis of the story of Jesus and its evolution in 
the course of the narration of the Gospels: on the contrary, we could 
say that the story of Jesus is the attempt to remove men from the 
power that was become already strong after the events of the creation 
and that was consolidated in the various human events, if it is true 
also that the same story of the “Anunnaki” of Mesopotamia is 
attributable to a group of ‘fallen angels’ who however they would 
‘colonize’ the world. 
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Thus purity and impurity are already mixed, and we can only say that 
only in the opening scene narrated by the Genesis, when Adam and 
Eve coexist peacefully in the garden of Eden, the initial balance was 
maintained in this way how God wanted it. 

The quality of Jesus to be healer and ‘exorcist’ (another typical 
characteristic of Christ, which during his earthly mission performed 
several miracles of dispossession) brings the events, however, to 
another level, a spiritual level which is the real one in which the acts 
concerning the faith are performed, as well as having relational effects 
that in the other areas of social and civil life. 

In the intentions of its founder, the continuation of that alliance is the 
same continuation of his presence - in blood and flesh, in wine and 
bread his substitutes and surrogates - of Christ on Earth and in his 
faithful are entrusted to the Eucharist as a tangible sign. Custodian 
and continuator of this mission, which does not stop at the sacraments 
but which extends to charity, to healings, to particular forms of 
spiritual accompaniment, to ‘catechesis’ (that is, to the knowledge of 
faith) there is the Church, already founded by Christ on Peter, and 
then entrusted to the alternates events of the world already, as we have 
said, while he was alive, a Church that has suffered over time both 
doctrinal and more substantial and ‘traumatic’ events, such as 
different schisms (i.e. divisions of a church from the original stock of 
the early Church). 

The story of Jesus could therefore be read on several levels: a 
doctrinaire level, in which, for example, Christ is made continuator 
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and ‘perfectionist’ of the alliance that had been desired by Yahwe/God 
with the people of Israel, who waited finally, a ‘Messia’, a prophet 
who would redeem him; the faith in him, or not, caused at the time the 
division between the ‘Christians’, i.e. the ‘new Israelites’ who 
converted their faith in ancient Judaism into the nascent Christianity, 
and those who remained faithful to the ‘Old Testament’, not 
recognizing in him the awaited prophet, postponing this fulfillment 
and therefore continuing to believe in the ‘Old alliance’, then 
completed with other texts and others cultural experiences. 

Over time, within Christianity itself there have been several 
diatribes, that is, conflicts of doctrinal order - already in the early 
years, as attested for example in the ‘Acts of the Apostles’ -, which 
brought the nascent Church to equip itself with organisms and 
methods of evaluation of the ‘correct doctrine’ according to the 
experience of Jesus, to the recognized Scriptures and to the practice of 
the nascent Church, to the point of having an organizational structure 
that he saw in the Papacy, that is in the so-called ‘Petrine primacy’, 
the attribution to St. Peter of a primacy in terms of discipline and 
guide attributed directly to him by Jesus, and which was itself a 
harbinger of contrasts and lacerations, giving life for example to the 
first schism with the Orthodox Church (of the East) in 1054 and then 
with the birth of the “Protestant churches” in the mid-1500s, to the 
point of animating the swarming of the more or less ‘Protestant 
churches’ that characterize so much contemporary world. 
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A further question, technical but entrusted to the tradition of the 
Church, was the formation of the ‘canon’ of the Scriptures of the New 
Testament, which sometimes led to the exclusion of some books 
considered ‘uninspired’ or untruthful, and to exclude others for lack of 
relevance to the doctrinal and experiential corpus that one wanted to 
transmit. 

A further plan was that of theological and doctrinal elaboration, 
which grew and became complex as the Christian story expanded in 
time and space, thanks also to the contribution of many scholars and 
witnesses to the faith who have enriched this great heritage over time. 

Finally, it is worth mentioning the experience of the so-called 
‘communities of faith', congregations or first informal then 
formalized meetings of believers, who shared and still share their 
way of life, prayer, goods, home, mission of its home or congregation 
of reference. 

The life of faith takes place into these parameters, uniting a 
contemplative and sacramental component that characterizes at least 
that part of the believers who have devoted themselves most to this 
type of study or to - what is said with a technical term - "vocation", 
from that part of believers defined or called ‘lay’, that maintains a 
lifestyle more involved in the affairs of the world and that finds its 
own link with the so-called ‘ecclesial community’. 

The Church immediately gave a very human approach to the story of 
what he said of himself to be the Son of God, the ‘Son of 
Man’ (meaning with this ancient typically-Jewish expression the 
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incarnation of God just in a body of a man born by a woman - in 
opposition and completion of the first tragic story which determined 
the "original sin" (and so reconnecting the Earth with the heaven). 
And it is not little, since he is the one who - because of this same self¬ 
attribution to be "the Son of God” - was condemned to death and 
killed for having ‘blasphemed’ in front of the institution that had to 
recognize his divine nature and therefore give fulfillment of the 
history of Israel itself. 

Among the ancestors of Jesus we can therefore count the same 
Adam, the first man, whose birth was narrated in the “Book of 
Genesis”. Of the origin and the modalities of this creation we have 
mentioned several times [in this site] when it speaks of the birth of 
man not in the modern and contemporary terms of ‘homination’ or 
‘evolution’, of development that is from single-celled organisms to 
get to form large and complex organisms under many points of view, 
but when speaking - already in terms present in the “Book of 
Genesis” - of creation ‘from nothing’ or better from elements already 
present on Earth and ‘allegorized’ in the image of ‘clay’ and ‘rib’. 

That the creationist datum is very strong in the Bible, concerning 
both nature and creatures and the universe, is a a very clear fact, 
reading both the “Genesis” and the references and confirmations to 
that narrative present in the others biblical books (the “Psalms”, for 
example, rich in confirmation of the nature of the universe). 
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